Extractives
remain targets for
downstream
processing push

PAPUA New Guinea's Resource sector
continues to sit firmly in the sights of
the National Government, as the
sector from which more state
revenue can be collected.
Prime Minister James Marape
reiterated this as part of the PNG
Government's focus on downstream
processing, when addressing the
Australia Papua New Guinea Business
Council Forum & Trade Expo in
Brisbane on May 24th, just under two
weeks after the National General
Elections process commenced.

(See More on P3)

report on the Papua New Guinea
economy, entitled: 'Papua New
DESPITE the resources sector being Guinea Economic Update:
the target of a nationalistic push to Navigating a Fragile Recovery''.
In this latest Economic Update, the
get more from our country's
World Bank projected the PNG
resources, experts have publicly
stated, that any expected positive economy to grow by four percent,
driven largely by growth in the
growth in Papua New Guinea's
national economy this year, will not extractives sector.
happen unless there is a focused
"In 2022, the extractive sector is
effort in getting much-needed
projected to be the main driver of
resource projects, through to
GDP growth - an estimated four
development and production.
percent - driven by the planned
reopening of the Porgera gold
In February this year,
mine."
the World Bank released its latest
By Neville Choi - PNGCMP

[PIC: PM'S MEDIA UNIT]

"High Commodity prices will amplify
this bounce-back, supporting the
external accounts and providing
(potentially), higher dividends to
state-owned companies that hold
shares in joint projects in the
resource sector."
It was also quick to point out that
'overall medium-term growth in
PNG is likely to be impacted by
higher global uncertainty.
"On the other hand, the Omicron
variant is spreading fast in PNG, the
least vaccinated country in the East
Asia, Pacific region. Combined with
(Story continues on P2)
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Resource sector to
lead growth
(From P1)
the low capacity of the public
health system, this poses a risk of
higher casualties and a negative
impact on domestic economic
activity.
"The repercussions of the conflict
between Russia and Ukraine might
imply short term gains from higher
commodity prices. However, the
overall medium-term impact on
growth in PNG is likely to be
negative due to higher global
uncertainty and lower growth.
Additionally, general elections in
mid-2022 heighten political
uncertainties." the report reads.

The World Bank was positive about
the growth projections from the
country's economic status in 2021.
"The World Bank estimates that the
PNG economy contracted by 3.5
percent in 2020 before returning to
positive economic growth of 1
percent in 2021.
"Domestic agricultural production
continued unabated through the
pandemic, and the COVID-19
related mobility restrictions were not
as severe as in some other
economies.
"However, GDP growth has lagged
global and regional averages. PNG’s
economic performance in 2021 was
constrained by falling gold and
liquefied natural gas (LNG)
production that resulted in a decline
in extractive sector output for a
second consecutive year."
With the recent announcement of
the Papua LNG Project in pre-Front
End Engineering Development
(FEED) phase, the industry
continues to await the reopening of
the Porgera Gold Mine, and the
progressing of the Wafi-Golpu
Project negotiations.
All these projects must get
underway, in order to continue the
cycle of resource sector projects,
supporting the country's growth.

The PNG Chamber of Mines
and Petroleum, in partnership
with Rotary International, and
Rotary Brisbane, recently
delivered the last shipment of
medical grade respiratory
masks, as a donation to the
COVID-19 Pandemic
Response National Control
Center (NCC).

Australia on a project to
deliver 3 million medical
grade respiratory masks to
Papua New Guinea's health
facilities for front-line medical
workers to protect themselves
while serving the people.

The first six shipping
containers contained
approximately 3 million of
This final shipment of masks
these masks.
was the last of seven shipping The first of the six containers
containers of masks donated of masks was handed over to
by Rotary International to the the NCC COVID-19 Personal
Chamber of Mines and
Protective Equipment (PPE)
Petroleum to assist in the fight and medical supply
against COVID-19.
distribution warehouse in Port
Moresby.
Last year, the Chamber
The remaining containers
partnered with Rotary
were shipped to Lae for
International, through their
distribution to the Highlands
Clubs in Boroko, Port
and Momase regions via
Moresby, and their Brisbane, Provincial Health Authorities.

FIRST MASKS DELIVERY: Megan Gaure (Left) of the Health Cluster at the National Control Centre received the

first shipment of masks last year from Rotary Representative Suresh Shetty (Centre),
and Chamber of Mines and Petroleum Executive Director, Dr. Albert Mellam.
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LAST OF 5 MILLION MASKS

Pallets of KN95 medical grade
face masks being delivered in
the last shipment of a 5 Million
Masks Project by the PNG
Chamber of Mines and
Petroleum, and Rotary
International.

FOR HEALTH FACILITIES

Chamber Member SUN
Engineering helped with the
delivery of 750,000 masks to the
NCC, and (bottom), the pallets of
masks stored at the NCC
Distribution Warehouse for
distribution to medical facilities
around the country

Extractives still a target for
government
(From P1)
While giving a 'runs on the
board' report by his
government in all sectors,
Prime Minister Marape
projected that the PNG
economy would be worth
K200 billion by the end of
this decade.
"If one LNG project
construction and
production can double the
size of our economy from
2011 to 2018, think about
what the other projects will
do to Papua New Guinea?"
he said, before providing
an update of projects yet
to be delivered.
We are working with
Barrick and landowners to
reopen the Porgera mine
this year.
"We already signed an
agreement with
ExxonMobil to

sequence P'nyang LNG
construction after
Papua LNG
construction is
complete around 2028
or thereabouts.
This will give PNG a
four-train LNG
production capacity up
to the year 2060.
"The mega gold and
copper Wafi-Golpu
project is almost near
project negotiations.
We also have the
smaller gas and
mining fields that are
being worked on as we
speak. These will all tilt
the economic
pendelum past he
K200 billion mark within
this decade.
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Incumbent president of the
Papua New Guinea Chamber of
Mines and Petroleum, Anthony
Smaré retained his position as
President at the Chamber’s
Annual General Meeting toward
the end of April.
Mr. Smaré was re-elected
unopposed in the Chamber's
34th Annual General Meeting
held on Thursday 28th of April
at the Hilton Hotel Port Moresby.
In 2021 Mr. Smaré became the
Mining, Oil and Gas industry’s
first non-affiliated president,
and independent of all the
member companies that make
up the Chamber’s membership.
Richard Kassman of
TotalEnergies EP PNG Limited
retained his position as Senior
Vice President, while Philip
Samar of K92 Mining Limited
joined the Council as Vice
President.
Council members for the year
2022 include; John Lewins
(K92), Albert Kaupa Tobe
(Ramu-Nico, MCC), Kepas Wali
(Harmony Gold), Stanley
Komunt (Newcrest Limited),
Hitesh Lal (ExxonMobil PNG),
Tim Richards (GeoPacific
Resource), Mark McMonagle
(Sun Engineering), and Andrew
Harris (Deloitte Touche
Tohmatsu).
At the AGM, which was
attended by representative of
member companies in person
and via videoconference from
all of the world, Mr. Smaré

Richard Kassman, OBE
Senior Vice President

Anthony Smaré
President

John Lewins
K92 Mining

Stanley Komunt

Newcrest

Mark McMonagle
SUN Engineering

Albert Tobe
Ramu Nico

Leon Buskens

Santos

recounted the work that the
chamber and industry had
done over the past 12 months,
highlighting in particular the
significant work that the
industry did in managing the
covid pandemic so that it did
not disrupt important resource
operations that the economy
required, but also in supporting
covid responses in their remote
communities and providing
invaluable assistance to the
national government’s covid
management and resourcing
activities.

Philip Samar
Vice President

Tim Richards
GeoPacific Resources

Hitesh Lal
ExxonMobil PNG

Kepas Wali

Harmony Gold

Andrew Harris
Deloitte PNG

National Government and
stakeholders on policy reform
and implementation.
Mr. Smaré also thanked the
outgoing councilors Mr. John
Chambers (Santos), Mr.
Johannes Van Heerdan
(Harmony) and Mr. Craig
Jones (Newcrest) for their
contributions as councilors.

He also thanked outgoing
Senior Vice President Leon
Buskens, for his stellar service
and leadership, while reiterating
that he hopes to see Mr.
Mr. Smaré also acknowledged Buskens, as a senior Papua
the work that the chamber and New Guinean leader in the
industry had done in continuing industry, to be part of the
positive engagement with the
Chamber Council this year.
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16th Papua New Guinea
Mining & Petroleum
Investment Conference
and Exhibition
December 5-7th - Hilton Hotel
Sydney, Australia
THE Papua New Guinea
Chamber of Mines and
Petroleum has announced
the opening of Registration
for Attendance, Sponsorship
and Exhibition Booth
packages at its Premier
Calendar event, the 16th PNG
Mining & Petroleum
Investment Conference and
Exhibition in December this
year.
The Event
Staged biannually, in Sydney,
Australia, the event is
considered the country's
premier international event
which showcases exciting
developments in Papua New
Guinea's resource sectors.
The Investment Conference
also provides a
comprehensive technical
update on current and

proposed projects, any new
resource discoveries, and
also looks at the level of
exploration in the country.
Venue
This Conference will be the
first since the onset of the
COVID-19 Pandemic in PNG,
and the first to be staged
outside of Port Moresby.
This year the Conference
returns to the Sydney Hilton
Hotel.
Featuring
The Conference features as
invited speakers, the Prime
Ministers of both Papua New
Guinea, and Australia; Senior
Industry, Finance and
Treasury ministers; and
Leaders of the Mining and
Petroleum Industry.
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Santos-funded OSF signs deal with NDoH to support
national health plan
The Santos funded Oil
Search Foundation (OSF)
and the PNG National
Department of Health
(NDoH) have signed a
partnership agreement
setting out how OSF will
support implementation of
the National Health Plan
(NHP) 2021-2030.

multisectoral partnerships,
including with the private
sector, is also a key cross
cutting theme in the NHP to
improve health indicators
across the country.

The local, private sector
foundation, OSF presented
its approach to partnership
which supports all levels of
The agreement was recently government and
signed by Ms Stephanie
community. In Port Moresby,
Copus-Campbell Executive OSF assists partners
Director of the Santos
including NDOH with
funded OSF and Chair of the planning and coordination
Southern Highlands PHA
and technical advice. At the
Board and NDOH Secretary, provincial level, it works
Dr Osbourne Liko at a
closely with PHAs in Hela,
welcome dinner for PNG’s
Southern Highlands and Gulf
PHA Board Chairs and Chief and provides, direct
Executive Officers who met
assistance to district health
with senior officials from the facilities and communities.
NDOH to discuss how they
Ms Copus-Campbell noted
will work together to
the progress made through
implement the NHP.
this partnership model.
The theme of the NHP is
She said that the Foundation
‘Leaving no-one behind.
supports the NHP by working
Together we can do it.’
at all levels of Government
and community to help
Building effective
strengthen health systems

NEWCREST Mining Lihir has
commissioned an improved
Temperature Measuring Unit
(TMU) to strengthen safety
for personnel working at its
geothermal active mining
pit.
This second generation TMU
comes after the christened
Anako 13, which was
commissioned on March 6,

including governance
support, supporting flow of
medical supplies, improved
financial and administrative
functions, planning and
monitoring and evaluation.‘

‘“flow of medical supplies,
quality training of health
staff, improved health
governance and ultimately
healthier communities’.

Beyond the support to the
architecture of the PHA we
support in the areas of TB,
family planning, family and
sexual violence responses,
malaria, routine
immunisation, maternal and
child health and emerging
areas of WaSH and Cervical
Cancer, she said.
Secretary Liko said that
partnerships like the one with
At a provincial level Ms
OSF is more important than
Copus-Campbell pointed to ever given the many
major achievements in
challenges PNG faces
health outcomes in the three including the need to
provinces the Foundation
continue to manage the
supports including
COVID-19 pandemic and
significant improvements
other threats to health
across most aspects of
security. He thanked OSF’s
health service delivery.
parent company, Santos for
its commitment to
Our support has helped
partnership at all levels
PHAs achieve excellent
noting they provided a
health infrastructure, a better model for others to adopt.
Currently, at the national
level OSF is supporting
improved COVID19responses through
providing essential logistics,
partner coordination and
performance monitoring
support to improve the flow
of medical supplies and the
uptake of vaccines.

geothermal technicians to
continue doing their work
safely as Lihir's mining pit
phases extend deeper and
further north into the Kapit
ore body.
Anako 13 allowed
The name Anako was
Newcrest teams
geothermal technicians to
inspired by an incident at
collaborated with several
operate a mobile arm from
business partners to deliver Lihir eight years ago when
the vehicle remotely, and
simultaneously lower or raise the improved Anako early Mr. Samuel Ayata sustained
injuries from geysers.
this year, allowing
a probe safely to measure
2018; it engineers out the risk
of personnel exposure to
geysering events during drill
hole measurement activities.

and record temperature,
water level, and depth. All
these are done from the
safety and comfort of the
vehicle cabin.
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Human Rights and Juvenile Justice Workshop
Empowers Law Enforcement Officers

TWENTY-six participants
from Ok Tedi Mining Ltd’s
(OTML) Asset Protection
Department, Employee
Assistance Program, and
local security companies
together with officers from
the Tabubil Police recently
underwent a workshop on
juvenile justice and human
rights.
The two-week training that
ended on May 05th was
organised by OTML in
partnership with the Bomana
Police College and United
Nations Human Rights Office.
The workshop was aimed at
equipping security officers,
counsellors, and police
officers to deal with
offenders, mainly juveniles.
Senior Sergeant Henry
Aimano and Senior Sergeant

Juvenile Justice and I am
encouraging other
organisations to partner with
us to run this training,” said
Mr Aimano.
OTML Security Training
Officer Ben Levi who
organised the workshop said
the training will now assist
law enforcement officers
and counsellors to properly
deal with juveniles and other
offenders.
“We have been seeing a lot
of juvenile-related cases,
Mr Aimano commended
and most are repetitive
OTML for being the first
offenders. Because they are
organisation to have its
security personnel undergo juveniles, officers tend to
juvenile justice training since release them without
the Juvenile Justice Act was properly processing them
and most times they are
passed in 2014.
“OTML is the first organisation arrested again for the same
in the country to invite us to offence or a different one,”
Mr Levi said.
conduct the training on
Theresa Jacobs from the
Bomana Police Training
College and Human Rights
Analyst Josephine Mann
conducted the training.
The training covered various
topics on policing, gender,
right to freedom from
violence, ethical and legal
conduct of police, juvenile
justice, and United Nations
Code of Conduct for Law
Enforcement Officials.
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“Organising both the human
rights and juvenile justice
training was important for
our officers to learn and
understand the process of
effectively dealing with
offenders, especially
juveniles,” he added.
OTML General Manager
People and Capability Mark
Stone, while congratulating
the participants said such
training is vital for a safe
and secure environment.
“Training in human rights
and juvenile justice is an
important part of letting the
world know that we do
things well here in Tabubil
and that it is a safe and
ethical town for our
employees, business
partners and families to live
and work,” he said.

Santos supports UNITECH
Alumni Association

SANTOS Ltd supported the inaugural
corporate dinner for the Papua New
Guinea University of Technology (UNITECH)
Alumni Association held recently. In
attendance were UNITECH Alumni now
working at Santos in Engineering to
Surveying and Land Studies. The members
of staff included Willie Arthur, Joyce Wereh,
Angelyn Piso and Robert Igunga. They are
seen here with UNITECH Vice Chancellor,
Associate Professor Dr Dr Ora Renagi OL.
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Newcrest Lihir celebrates
Mine Safety Week

Newcrest Mining and
Business Partner employees
at the Newcrest Lihir
operation, New Ireland
province, participated in
several activities to observe
the 2022 National Mining
Safety Week (NMSW).
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“"Ensuring that our people are safe,
healthy and fit for
work makes us (Newcrest) a safe
and sustainable business in Papua
New Guinea."
- GM Johan Labuschagne

The NMSW is an annual
event sanctioned by the
PNG Mineral Resources
Authority and observed by
mining projects across the
country.

Health is Wealth

Employees of
Newcrest Lihir
commemorating
National Mining
Safety Week with
focus on staying
healthy.

With the national theme
‘Fitness for work’, the 2022
NMSW activities in Lihir focus
on sub themes Fatigue
Management, Mental
Health, Physical Health and
Managing Social Issues.
These activities include
group therapy counselling
on substance abuse,
awareness sessions on
social issues, mental health
and fatigue management,
‘Fitness for Work’ word
search puzzles, spot check
for blood pressure,
cholesterol, weight, body
mass index and blood
sugar level, and social
sports tournaments.
Officially opening the 2022
NMSW in Lihir on Monday, 9
May 2022, General

Manager, Johan
Labuschagne, said fitness
for work is a critical control
in Lihir.
“It helps us manage major
hazards like vehicle
collision or rollover, falling
from heights, and even
entanglement and
crushing.
"We must be fit for work to
focus on the job at the
workplace and at home,”
he said.
Ensuring that our people

“ are safe, healthy and fit for
work makes us (Newcrest)
a safe and sustainable
business in Papua New
Guinea.
Every year, we participate in
this event to empower and
remind ourselves and our
families and communities
that safety is a priority in
everything we do, every
time,” he added.
Mr. Labuschagne
encouraged Newcrest
employees and contractors
to utilise

site-based programs such
as the Trupla Man Trupla
Meri, Respect at Work and
Healthy Business
counselling services.
He said these programs
would help them manage
social issues relating to
family matters as these
often affect their mental
health.
Lihir’s 2022 NMSW ended on
Sunday, 15 May 2022.

