- Thursday, April 21 - 22, 2022

THE PNG Chamber of
Mines and Petroleum
successfully staged its
first Calendar Event of
the year, its Media
Workshop from April
21st to the 22nd.
Held at the Loloata
Island Resort, the
workshop brought
together
representatives from
mainstream media
organizations, and
industry media unit
personnel.
Senior Vice President
of the Chamber,
Richard Kassman
delivered the opening
address of the
workshop, saying that
with an impending
national elections
about to get
underway, it was an
important and
strategic time ensure
that industry is

ON RECORD: Chief Executive Officer of the Ok Tedi Development Foundation (OTDF), Havini
Vira (left), being interviewed by PNGFM Business Journalist, Emmanuel Maipe at the
conclusion of the Chamber's Media Workshop. - Neville Choi - PNGCMP

factually represented produced by mines in
in the mainstream
the country.
media.
The revenue flows
The two-days
from both mining and
featured informative petroleum projects
sessions from the
were explained, with
mining sector, which the Mineral Resources
included a breakdown Development
of the stringent
Company (MRDC),
approval processes
explaining how it
involved in the
effectively manages
exporting of every
the revenues it
shipment of gold
receives on behalf of

The 'PNG Mining and Petroleum Review
Update', is an initiative from the PNG
Chamber of Mines and Petroleum to keep its
members and followers abreast of news and
developments in the mining and petroleum
sector in the country.
Have a story to tell? Contact us now. Send an
email to: info@pngchamberminpet.com.pg

resource development
and landowner
companies.
It was also an
opportunity for
industry media
personnel, to learn
from mainstream
media
representatives, the
most effective way of
presenting their own
stories.

Have an interest in the Mining and Petroleum Resource Sectors
in Papua New Guinea?
Want access to a diverse membership network stretching
across both, business and government?
Or just looking to move into a new area of business? Become a
member now...
Visit our Website for all sign up details: www.pngchamberminpet.com.pg/
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10th National Parliament rises
after final legislative approvals

THE Tenth National
Parliament rose on April
21st, with a final review of
the work of the
government, from Prime
Minister, James Marape.
Framed under the theme:
‘Stable government
investing in inclusive
broad-based growth’, Mr.
Marape’s final address to
parliament was aimed at
capturing all his
government had achieved
in the past three years.

The COVID-19 pandemic
clearly framing the start of
his administration’s
installation, and the
measures taken to
reenergize the national
economy highlighting his
government’s focus on
getting more out of the
country’s natural
resources.

FINAL REPORT: Prime Minister James Marape in Parliament for the last time before the 2022 polls. (PIC:
Parliamentary Media Services)

impacts from the RussiaUkraine war; while voicing
his optimism that higher
fuel prices could benefit
PNG through increased
export revenues, while
“I make special reference higher import pricing could
to the policy and
lead to rising domestic
legislative reforms in
costs – something the
sectors such as Transport, government had already
Renewable, and Nonannounced relief
Renewable Resources,
interventions for.
Financial and Banking,
Governance, Education,
Mr. Marape quoted Bank of
Health, Infrastructure and Papua New Guinea
Information,
forecasts for the nonCommunication and
resource economy
Technology, State-owned expected to increase by
Enterprises, and the
3.5%, and election-related
Public Service. These are
spending also expected to
reforms that are
provide a boost to activity.
transformational and
place a long-term
The expected
perspective on important recommencement of the
development outcomes,” Porgera Gold Mine, and
Mr. Marape told
improvements in Ok Tedi
parliament.
Mining Ltd’s production is
hoped to be reflected by a
Mr. Marape was upbeat
5.4% growth in the mining
about the recovery in
sector.
economic activity in 2021
from the COVID-19
Speaking on the 2022
pandemic, expected to
National Budget which the
continue this year.
government commended
in late 2021 under the
He was mindful of real
theme: ‘Lightening the
and evolving challenges
burden’, Mr. Marape
from the pandemic,
emphasized the
supply chain disruptions, importance of seeing the
high oil prices and
Porgera Gold Mine back in
inflation, and the residual production, along with a

focus on growing the nonresource sectors such as
forestry and fisheries, but a
further 5%.
Growth for the economy
this year, he said, would
remain resource-sector
based, reiterating its
importance and overall
contribution to the
national economy.

The ongoing push for
balance in the foreign
exchange sector, remains a
challenge.

“Cash flow savings from
restructured debt is just as
favourable as concessional
lending facilities. SOE debt
restructure, led by Kumul
Consolidated Holdings, is
being proactively
progressed.
“In 2022, real growth is
" This will be progressed as
expected to improve to
a matter of urgency,
5.4%, driven by a concerted together with steps to
effort by this government
establish the SOE Sovereign
to secure commitments on Wealth Fund, which, if
major resource projects
endowed appropriately and
such as Porgera, Papua
consistently, will replace
LNG, and our government’s the need to borrow.”
agreement to secure 63%
of the P’nyang gas project. Mr. Marape said gross
foreign reserves at the
“Over the medium term,
Central Bank were 11.4
the real growth rate is
billion Kina, compared to
expected to settle at ¾%
9.4 billion Kina at the end of
overall, with the real nonDecember 2020.
resource sector growth
projected at 3.3 percent for “This level can cover 9.1
2022, a 0.6 percentage
months of total and 15.9
point lower than the 3.9
months of non-mineral
percent growth in 2021,”
imports. This is the highest
Mr. Marape explained.
since our country declared
independence,” he said.
He told parliament that
wholesale and retail
It is the most positive news
industries are expected to
businesses have heard in a
grow by 5%, while
long time, with regard to
manufacturing should also foreign reserve levels at the
improve by 3.5%.
Bank of Papua New Guinea.
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Mining Act review &
pending projects

LAST TASKS: Prime Minister James Marape speaking in Parliament. (PIC: Parliamentary Media Services)

A REVIEW of the Mining
Act 1992 has been
completed, and is ready
for NEC and Parliament,
Porgera looks forward to
April end, and Wafi-Golpu
continues with
negotiation.
This is according to Prime
Minister James Marape, in
his final address to the
National Parliament
before it finally ended its
official duties on April
21st.
Mr. Marape told
parliament that in the
mineral space,
government had
completed other
amendments such as the

Mineral Resource
Authority Act, and several
sections of the Mining Act
1992, ‘to accommodate
necessary important
domestic stakeholder
participation in the mining
sector’.
“The renewal of the
Porgera Gold project has
been completed. Kumul
Minerals Holdings Limited
now owns the Special
Mining Lease. Barrick has
been invited to partner to
develop a new Porgera
project. Other issues
relating to the
environment,
compensation, and
landowner issues are

currently being
addressed.
All the important
outcomes are aligned to
ensure that we go to the
development forum at the
end of April 2022,” he
said.
On the Wafi-Golpu
project, Mr. Marape said it
was currently under
negotiation, and the
National Executive Council
had set an objective for
the State Negotiating
Team (SNT) to achieve a
clear and measurable
outcome for domestic
stakeholders, and both
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sides were staying
engaged until a deal is
secured.
“Ok Tedi continues to pay
a dividend to the State
because of prudent
management, and
favourable weather
conditions that allow
shipment of ore.
"Other mines are in
operation and are in
preparation for reviews,
such as Ramu because of
the increase in output,
and Lihir, whose Special
Mining Lease (SML) will
expire in 2023,” Mr.
Marape said.
Also currently on foot, is
consultation on the Mine
and Works (Safety and
Health) Bill.
The PNG Chamber of
Mines and Petroleum is
continuing discussions
with the Department of
Mineral Policy and
Geohazards Management
(DMPGM), and the Mines
Safety Inspectorate at the
Mineral Resources
Authority (MRA).
There remains a one-onone consultation between
DMPGM and Industry
through the Chamber of
Mines and Petroleum
before this bill is prepared
to be tabled.

Government positive on Petroleum projects
THE government has spoken highly of
prospective petroleum projects,
highlighting a continued focus by the
next administration, on furthering
some of the current projects currently
in negotiation.
Prime Minister James Marape told
parliament in his final address as head
of government, that the P’nyang
project has been negotiated
successfully, with a Heads of
Agreement established between the
state and Lead Developer, ExxonMobil.
He said this has seen the state’s take in
the project at 63%, with an expected
commencement date of 2028.
Mr. Marape was also positive about
other ‘pipeline’ projects.

“The Papua LNG project has been
negotiated and an Agreement signed
between Total Energies and the State.
Benefits Sharing arrangements favour
the State at 51%.
“The project will soon enter the FrontEnd Engineering Design (FEED) stage,
and parliament has passed important
amendments which will secure the
project’s fiscal stability,” Mr. Marape said.
He explained that other projects such as
Elk-Antelope and Pasca were being
reviewed, and pending satisfactory state
project parameters, would proceed as
planned.
Mr. Marape also said a review of the Oil
REVIEW ON:PM Marape says review
and Gas Act 1998 would continue with
of Oil and Gas Act to continue (PIC:
necessary changes on benefit-sharing
Parliamentary Media Services)
being flagged.
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Special Economic Zones, growing FDI,
and downstream processing
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development.
“Our government is
committed to exploring
innovative clean energy
PRIME Minister James
plans to encourage more
our natural resources such production with Fortescue
Marape says Special
downstream processing in as oil and gas, forestry,
Industries of Australia. The
Economic Zones will
all its resource sectors.
fisheries, coffee, cocoa,
investment and
continue to be a growing
“Trade and investment
and copra for value-adding implementation of clean
focus to encourage Foreign must be high on the
and export to overseas
energy projects from
Direct Investment into the Foreign Policy Agenda in
markets,” he told
hydropower and hydrogen
country in all sectors,
the years ahead. This is
parliament.
production to the solar,
including mining,
simply to help realize the
Downstream processing is windmill and geothermal
agriculture, forestry, and
narrative of inviting
also a key focus in making power stations is globally
fisheries.
potential partners to come Papua New Guinea a
significant, and PNG will be
This, he says, is in line with to PNG and invest in
regional leader in the shift at the forefront of this
the government’s
downstream processing of to greener energy
development,” he said.

One
step
closer
- Thursday, April 7th, 2022

A NEW shareholders'
agreement has been
signed by Barrick
Niugini Limited (BNL),
and the State of
Papua New Guinea's
nominee, Kumul
Mineral (Porgera)
Limited.
The Shareholders'
agreement now
awaits the signature
of Mineral Resources
Enga (MRE) for the
document to take
effect, effectively
clearing the way for
the incorporation of a
new Porgera Joint
Venture company, and
the application for a
new Special Mining
Lease, a a condition of
the Porgera Mine's
reopening.
The new Porgera Joint
Venture Company will
be owned 49% by BNL,
and 51% by PNG
parties, including an
increased equity
stake for Porgera
landowners.
Barrick President and
Chief Executive

Prime Minister James Marape
congratulating Mr Woo Lee - Senior
Vice President and Head of Corporate
Development for Asia Pacific for
Barrick Niugini Ltd, operator of the
Porgera Mine, after the signing of the
Deed of Amendment to the Porgera
Project Commencement Agreement
and the Deed of Escrow at
Government House.
- PM's Media Unit

Governor General, Grand Chief, Sir
Bob Dadae, and parties to the
Porgera Project Commencement
Agreement and the Deed of Escrow
at Government House.
- PJV Media Unit

Officer, Mark
Bristow, said Barrick
remained committed
to an early restart of
the mine.
Mr. Bristow called on
all stakeholders,
especially the
landowners, to work
together to make it

happen.
He said that despite
the delay in
reopening, Barrick
had continued to
invest in care and
maintenance with its
capital outlay at
about USD $312
million (over K1

billion) to date.
"We recently completed strategic planning
meetings with the
mine's key leadership
team of 80% PNG
nationals, and we look
forward to welcoming
back more than 2,000
local miners." he said.
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Government grants
Special Purpose Lease
to Newcrest Lihir
- Wednesday, April 6th, 2022

THE National Government
has granted a Special
Purpose Lease to
Newcrest’s wholly-owned
subsidiary Lihir Gold
Limited (LGL)
This now allows the
company to further
develop the Londolovit
Township on Lihir Island.
Minister for Department
of Lands and Physical
Planning, John Rosso,
handed over the Special
Purpose Lease (SPL) for
Portion 1021 in Lihir,
Namatanai, to LGL in Port
Moresby.

developing a town with
post-mine closure in mind;
I commend Newcrest for
taking this approach.”

The consolidation and
granting of the SPL are the
first phase of a project that
would ultimately create a
sustainable future for the
people of Lihir post-mine
closure.
Newcrest Lihir embarked
on this project following
consultations with key
“On behalf of the
stakeholders on Lihir. The
Department, I thank
process involved the
Newcrest Lihir and key
conversion of two
Lihir stakeholders for
Agricultural Leases for
seeking our assistance
Portions 422 and 717, held
with the consolidation and by LGL, to the consolidated
grant of the SPL for
SPL.
Portion 1021,” Mr Rosso
The first subdivision of the
said.
SPL will see the
“Newcrest Lihir is the first development and grant of
mining project in the
approximately 100 state
country to have
leases to the Kapit families
considered planning and
affected by mining
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activities. The second
subdivision will further
develop Londolovit
township to boost
economic growth.
“I am delighted that
Newcrest is committed to
utilising the state lease to
achieve these outcomes.
DLPP committed to
delivering the consolidated
title to you (Newcrest), and
we are proud to have
delivered on our
commitment.
"We will continue to
support you at every stage
of the project,” Mr Rosso
said.
Additionally, Mr Rosso
encouraged his technical
teams within DLPP to
develop a long-term
partnership that would
benefit all stakeholders in
the project. He also urged
Lihirian people to support
the project.
“Lihirian communities, take
ownership of this project
and support it because
this township

(Londolovit) is important
for the generations of
Lihirians yet to come,” he
said.
In partnership with the
Nimamar Local Level
Government (NLLG), DLPP
and other key
stakeholders, Newcrest
Lihir is preparing to
continue with other
project phases, which
include town planning and
surveying.
Newcrest Lihir General
Manager, Mr Johan
Labuschagne, received the
SPL on behalf of the
company and thanked the
DLPP Minister, his team,
and key stakeholders for
collaborating on this
project.
“We are delighted as a
company and the first
mining project to achieve
this outcome as it sets the
trend for future projects.
Owning this Special
Purpose Lease is a unique
situation in PNG. We are
fully committed to creating
a sustainable and positive
legacy through this lease,”
said Mr Labuschagne.
“We look forward to
working together with all
stakeholders to ensure
Londolovit Township
becomes a prosperous
town, supporting our
mining operation now and
post-life of mine,” he
added.
Furthermore, NLLG Deputy
President, Mr Sebastian
Siadodoh, commended
Newcrest Lihir for
embarking on the
project, describing it as the
‘right move’.
“This project aligns with
the development
aspiration of the people
we serve – traditional
landowners, affected
mining resettlement
landowners, and over 25
000 people who live, invest
and work in Lihir. Our
Kapit people will
also now have security of
tenure, bringing them
together to settle as a
community on state land,”
he said.
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- Thursday, April 7th, 2022

SANTOS has continued to
strengthen its partnership
with the University of
Papua New Guinea's
(UPNG) School of Natural
and Physical Sciences,
donating almost 50
important petroleum
geoscience books.
The books were presented
to the Earth Sciences

Division Associate
Professor & Divisional
Head, Dr. Joseph Espi by
technical leaders and
former graduates now
employed by Santos.
Santos' Executive Vice
President, and Co-Head
PNG, Leon Buskens, said
Santos values its role in
building STEM careers in

Issue 4 / April

the oil and gas industry.

donate these books. At
Santos, we are committed
to creating positive and
long-term impacts in the
communities where we live
and work.

"We are very proud of all
our employees, including
our geoscience graduates
who studied at this great
institution, some of whom
are here today to show their Dr. Espi, when thanking
support and appreciation," Santos, said the 47 books
Mr. Buskens said.
would help in the review
and updating of current
"We are glad to be able to
and future courses.

Building STEM skills: University of Papua New Guinea Earth Sciences Division Associate Professor & Divisional Head, Dr Joseph Espi
(Second from Left) Geology students Bolgi Dai and Manu Tambo receiving petroleum geoscience books from Santos’ Amy-Yvette
Kaumi, Regulatory Compliance Officer, Cornelius Soagai, Senior Government Affairs Manager, and Lucinda Gulluman-Kisip, Senior
Sustainable Development Manager Pic -Santos Media Unit

St. Barbara announces generous
parental leave packages
- Tuesday, April 5th, 2022

WOMEN workers at the
Simberi Gold Mine in New
Ireland can now take four
months fully-paid
maternity leave, while men
in the company are
entitled up to 15 days paid
paternity leave.
This was announced by St.
Barbara, the operator of
the Simberi Gold Mine.
Employees still need to
complete their six-month
probation before they are
entitled to the parental
leave; in what is believed
to be the first of its kind in
Papua New Guinea.
It's an announcement that
has St. Barbara staff
applauding the company
for this new policy.

"I feel privileged to have
joined a company that is
leading the mining
industry when it comes to
gender equality," Mr.
Jetson said.
For St. Barbara, it's a
statement saying the
company leads from the
front in social areas of
gender equality.
Managing Director afnd
Chief Executive Officer,
Craig Jetson, says the latest
citation confirms the
company's commitment to
addressing pay equity and
ensuring there is gender
equality in recruitment,
promotions, rewards, and
recognition.

St. Barbara is the only
Australian company to be
recognized as an Employer
of Choice for Gender
Equality in Australia's
Workplace Gender Equality
Agency (WGEA).
"I strongly encourage more
resource companies to
participate in the WGEA
Employer of Choice
program to discover the
benefits diversity brings to
innovation, engagement
and performance," Mr.
Jetson said.

The last measure to be
issued by COVID-19
Pandemic Controller
David Manning, was on
March 18th - Amending
Measure Two with a new
measure which became
effective on March 21st.
Key changes to Measure 2
include:
The definition of fully
vaccinated changed to
remove the
requirement of a
booster and a
timeframe of being
vaccinated within 6
months; and
Requirements for
entry into PNG to
include boats and
cruise ships.
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- Thur-Fri, April 21-22nd, 2022

FROM April 21st to the
22nd, the Chamber
facilitated its first main
event for the year, its
Media Workshop.

Issue 4 / April

The workshop included
representatives from a
majority of the
mainstream newsrooms,
and representatives
from industry media
units.

Workshop participants
sat through
presentations from
Industry companies,
with the first time
inclusion of the Ok Tedi
Development

ASKING A QUESTION: Vice President External, with K92 Mining, Philip Samar, asking a question
in one of the workshop sessions.

Foundation, who spoke
about the work they do in
impact communities in the
Western Province.
These and other key
presentations on
understanding the
industry better, to be able
to report on it effectively,
helped all media
participants.

MAKING A POINT: Editor of the Post Courier, Matthew Vari making a point while answering a

question from the audience. With him on the panel are Mackhenly Kaiok of
OTML, and Richard Kassman, PNGCMP Senior Vice President..

ST. BARBARA: Manager

Communication and
External Affairs with
St. Barbara, Jane Mills,
presented on the
Simberi Gold Mine

PNG EITI: Christopher Tabel of
EITI PNG spoke about
the work they do.

MRDC: Ms. Valentina Kaman of
MRDC gave a good
background and legal
framework of the
MRDC Group.

FIRST MAIN EVENT: The Media Workshop was the first of the Chamber's three main events for this calendar
year. The other two major events the Chamber will be staging, are the Community Affairs
and Business Development Workshop on August 17th and 18th; and the 16th Mining and
Petroleum Investment Conference on December 5th, 6th and 7th in Sydney, Australia.

MEDIA IS KEY: Senior Vice President of the Chamber of Mines and Petroleum, Richard
Kassman, stressing the importance of a vibrant, informed media.

BARRICK: Representatives from Barrick
Niugini Ltd

EMPNG Ltd: Representatives from ExxonMobil
PNG Ltd.
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BREAK TIME: Workshop

participants
take a break.

INSIDE PNG's newest online
PNG: news platform was
represented by
Journalist Rayon
Lakingu

SETTING THE SCENE: OTML's Manager for Public Relations and
Communications, Mackhenly Kaiok gives his
perspectives in the opening panel session.

FM100: FM100 News was represented

TEAM POST COURIER: Post Courier's Business Editor Melisha Yafoi,
and Editor Matthew Vari were present for
the workshop, providing valuable insights
into the challenges of publishing a daily.

by Journalist Quineth Wangoro

SANTOS AND THE
FUTURE:
Santos' Senior Vice
President Stakeholder
Management, Wayne
Kasou, and Special
Consultant Michael
McWalters represented
Santos on the Petroleum
updates panel session

OIL & GAS 101: Oil & Gas Guru, Mick McWalters gave a
masterclass in understanding petroleum.

MIXING IT UP: Newcrest Manager for External Relations and Communications, Ruth

Waram (L) presents Newcrest Merchandise prizes to Santos' Clera Sam

EXXONMOBIL PNG: ExxonMobil PNG's Susil Nelson-Kongoi, Wanita Wakus,
and Melissa Fairi

A 'MEDIA' The final panel session featured media representatives, as the subjects
CONFERENCE: of a media conference, where they fielded questions from the floor.

"PNG RESOURCES: SECURING THE NEXT
WAVE OF RESPONSIBLE INVESTMENT"
THE HILTON HOTEL - SYDNEY
DECEMBER 5TH, 6TH & 7TH
2022

KEYNOTE ADDRESSES BY:

FEATURING

PRIME MINISTER OF PAPUA NEW GUINEA
A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE AUSTRALIAN FEDERAL GOVERNMENT
PNG MINISTERS OF TREASURY, MINING & PETROLEUM
LEADERS OF INDUSTRY

AND

MAJOR PROJECT UPDATES:

MINING
PETROLEUM &
EXPLORATION OPPORTUNITIES

CONTACT US NOW
Call us on: +675-321-2988 and ask for Sheryl or Joyce
PNG Chamber of Mines and Petroleum
7th Floor - MRDC Haus - Port Moresby
Email: proj3@pngchamberminpet.com.pg | www.pngchamberminpet.com.pg

FOLLOW US FOR MORE CONFERENCE
UPDATES&INFORMATION

